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ST Save Democracy March; ~ capture through lens
The peak]ng heat (‘Sonia, Rahul, Manmohan detained, releas

The smallest glitch, if left unattended long enough, will eventually | New Delhi, May 6: Members of the with them are harassed,” she sa|
snowball into an uncontainable blunder. This simplest of truth | Congress party including addressing the rallyand warned|
has more often been discarded much to the bitter inconvenience | Congress vice-president Rahul'Inke din ab poore hogaye hai
and consternation of the general public without the wherewithal | Gandhi, party president Sonia(Their days are over now). Peop|
to surround oneself with fawning officials, protective gunslinging | Gandhi and former Prime Ministercan teach them a lesson if th
escorts or expectant hangers-on. The society has seen more | Manmohan Singh, were detainectontinue to indulge in it.”
than its fair share of disruptions and chaotic upheavals, perhaps | by the police on Friday Tamgeting RSS, Ms. Gandhi sai
much more than is necessary or inevitable. While the social Party workers protested the arrestWe have to send a message
problems have been an inconvenient part of our life for as long | outside the Parliament Street Policstrong that people sitting i
as one can remember, there has been a perceptible increase in | station, climbing over police Raisina Hill and Nagpur sit up an|
its potency and ferocity in recent times. Perhaps the public, barricades. listen.” Accusing the Modi
even for the most trivial of a hitch have come to the conclusion | The party had taken out agovernment of “murdering
that if there is enough public hue and cry, or rather mobilize | ‘Loktantra Bachao March’ (Savedemocracy and destroyin
supporters to raise enough noise, then the state administrators | Democracy March) against the BJRlemocratic institutions”, she sai
will try to pacify them, no matter if the issue is worth givingany | government, starting from Jantarl want to say clearly tha
importance or have merit. The uncomfortable conclusion could | Mantar whatever effort you make t
also be due to the fact that the state administrators have, as a Before the march, the party leaderslestroy democragywe will not
practice rather than an exception, kept in abeyance issues that | collectively slammed the Narendraallow it to happenWe are used tq
should have been accorded immediate attention and solution. Modi government, asking themwaging struggle and we ha
On the other hand, a peculiar pattern in all these madness has | where their promised ‘Achhe Din’ faced many challenges in the pa
been emerging- that the worst social problems and disruptions | was and accusing them of‘Congress is not new to struggle,|
in social life starts peaking up in tandem with the peaking | “attacking democracy We have shed blood for the cau|
summer. For over a decade now, most, if not all, the protracted Ms. Gandhi alleged that theof the nationWe are the peopl
issues, problems and disruptions have been rising in fervour | Congress-led governments inwho have given blood and lai
and pitch during the summer, and as things stand at present, | Uttarakhand andArunachal down our lives to protect the bas|
the trend is set to continue, what with the ever increasing | Pradesh were dislodged by therinciples.We will not withdraw
temperature and decreasing essential amenities adding to the | Modi regime with use of money fromit.”
level of frustration albeit unobtrusively. While the shortcomings | power: “Modiji talked about ‘Achhe din’
of the government- both at the centre and the state has been | “Do not make the mistake ofwhen he came to powedBut today
debated, discussed and dissected umpteen times, it would be | thinking that the Congress partyalmost 40% of the country i
mere short sightedness to jump to conclusions on the single | is weak. We will not allow affected by drought and he h
premise that every fault lays with the government, or more | democratic institutions to benothing to say said party vice-
specifically, people running it. What we need to take into | weakened or destroyed,” she saicpresident Rahul Gandhi. “The]
consideration are various other factors hampering the dispensing | She said, “dday Uttarakhandd destabilized the Congreg
of an ideal administrative system. The first and foremost one | jungles are burning but nothing isgovernment irunachal Pradesh,
being the impatient or desperate section of the public who fuels | being done about it because thereemoved elected leaders & brokd
the system of bribery and corruption in the society which leads | is no government. The BJPall laws,” he said.
to favouritism, nepotism and an unending race to amass | government is murdering “Today in this countrythere is
undeserved wealth and riches which in turn leads to entice more | democracy by taking down talk of only two people - Narendr
onlookers to join the game and try their luck at the game. The | democratically elected Modi ji and Mohan Bhagwat Ji.
end result- governance becomes an exercise in securing one’s | governments. No matter how muchAnd whoever stands in their wa
future and establishing financial dominance over the common | they try to fight democracyve will  or speaks against them, there
people which will be utilized to buy back the power and influence | not let you succeed.” false accusations made about tha
which will keep most of those at the helm of affairs of the state | She asked Congress wokers tperson,” he added.
in the loop. For these people, chaos and mayhem is a very | “unmask”the Modi governmentin Dr. Singh also spoke at the rall
effective tool to entrench their position and enrich themselves. a democratic way and said theysaying Mt Modi had attacked
The only way to get out of this spiralling social quagmire is to | would not buckle under any formdemocracy “By destabilisin
realize the futility of the idea of exclusivity and divisions on | of injustice. “We will take Congress governments |
communal, cultural or ethnic lines while admitting to the truth detractors head on. Life has taught/ttarakhand andArunachal
which so many of us are blindly fighting against. Unity is the | me to struggle, we have faced a loPradesh, Modi ji has attacke
way forwards, and for that, understanding, acceptance and | of challenges. They don’t knowdemocracy Now they are eyein
empathy should be developed. what we are made of,” she said. other INC governments,” sai
“Do not try to frighten or defame Dr.Singh.
I‘ More News ‘l us. Life has taught me to fight on,”*Congress has always mad
the Congress Chief said, in thesacrifices and taken steps
backdrop of the bribery allegation ensure that democracy is safg

Casualty evacuatlon WF in the VVIP chopper deal case. and we will continue to dg

“Today those who do not agreeso,”he added.

PIB Defence helicopters were launched within an
Imphal, May 6: On the midnight hour to evacuate critically injured'l tH |
inetween May 4 & 5, a major buspassengers from the accident sit Contd' from yeSterdag Issue ‘

acc_idem happgned 200 km north oﬂ'hel-\_dvanced Landing Ground at . . . .
rapu cnasgart, reaves onmokaoy was veed for s C g Manipur be inclusively developed without ST
and IndianAir Force responded passengers were evacuated to

promptly wherein two Mi-17 Raipur i Status to MeiteI_PangaIS?
AR Conducts med'cal Cam (from yesterday) of Meitei-Pangals in Scheduledis a huge population of Meitei- indeed, the decades’ old hidden pain

If Meitei-Pangals are not included Tribe will make Manipur to pay a Pangals who can only vote but carand truth of Meitei-Pangals that
IT News adjoining villages.Apart from in the Scheduledribe category heavy price in future becausenot fight any democratic election.needs to be appreciated, accepted,
Imphal, May 6: 11Assam Rifles of providing medical assistance, thethen Manipur could take decadeswithout the development of Meitei- How can Indiaé democracy justify understood and considered so that
26 SectorAssam Rifles under the Medical Officers also conducted anmore to go for a rapid and inclusivePangals, Manipur can never besuch democratic principle that athe true meaning of democradg
aegis of HQ IGAR (South) awareness lecture on basic healtsocio-economic development.developed, and the onlyvoter can only vote but can neveour own largest democracy of the
organised a Medical Campat Beducation and the importance ofTodays youths of Meitei-Pangals constitutional way and safeguardfight an election under the Indianworld, remains meaningful in many
BongjangVillage (adopted by the hygiene and sanitation in theneed employment in centralto develop Meitei-Pangal is to list Constitution? How long will the villages which are predominantly
battalion to develop it as a modekociety The response and government services and access tMeitei-Pangal in the ScheduledMeitei-Pangals remain as meresince an ancestral time, occupied by
village) in Chandel district of gratitude from the local populacecentral universitiesWithout STto  Tribe categoryand therebythe voters only and not as electedVeitei-Pangals who have never
Manipur state.The aim of thewas overwhelming and they greatlyMeitei-Pangals, Meitei-Pangal total true development, in all fronts, representatives in Lok Sabha, antbeen given an opportunity to be an
medical camp was to provide freeappreciated the initiative Byssam youths can not be made as af Manipur shall be a pragmatic not only in Rajya Sabha? How longelected representative in Lok Sabha
medical checkup and medicines tdRifles for organizing the free medical scapegoat to be blamed for the slowpossibility The more the disparity will the Meitei-Pangals wait since or ManipurAssemblyexcept 2 seats
the villagers of B Bonjang and camp. socio-economic development ofbetween Meitei-Pangals and thel949? Should Meitei-Pangals ben the assemblybut have been only
Manipur No Meitei-Pangal youths rest exists in Manipyrthe less made to wait to fight an election till giving votes, as true citizens of a
WHENEVER YOU SEE CONSTRUCTION AND MINING of todays generations can be helddeveloped the state of Manipur2050? When will the democracy ofdemocratic India, in Manipuirhe
EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US entirely responsible for all the could be. India witness the Meitei-Pangalinclusion of Meitei-Pangals in
A SOLUTION FOR EVERY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT contested economic and Should not Manipur and its peoplevoter, who is also an Indian citizen, Scheduled Tribe category is to be
commercial illegalities taking place be happy if in future, through awho has been only a voter fortaken seriously and stronglgnd
in Manipur The answer is not in Scheduledribe categorya Meitei- decades, since 1949, but who cathe recommendation of Meitei-
blaming the Meitei-Pangal but in Pangal joins IAS or IPS andnever so far fight an election to Pangals for Scheduled Tribe needs
supporting the true cause for abecomes Chief Secretary ofrepresenthisor her community fromto be executed by the Manipur
genuinely overall development of Maharashtra or Uttar Pradesh othe area where he or she hails from€abinet headed by the state Chief
the Meitei-Pangal youths of todayAndhra Pradesh, or Directorls this logically democratic and Minister Okram Ibobi Singh so
so that the future of Meitei-PangalGeneral of Police of Jammu andsocially justifiable? The solution to that the true overall inclusive
is secured, honoured andKashmiroWestBengalorKerala? such injustice, which has beergrowth and development of
prosperous, and that is stronglyShould not Manipur and its peopleprevailing for half a centuryies in - Manipur with its people, its youths
possible, in a shortest time, ifbe proud if in future, through athe inclusion of Meitei-Pangal in and its future, are and shall be a
Meitei-Pangal is included in Scheduledribe categorya Meitei- Scheduled Tribe category under theeality soon. Whether or not
Scheduled Tribe category under thePangal is seen as a faculty membendian Constitution. Manipur remains or becomes a
Indian Constitution. The secured,in almost all the central universitiesThe demand of Meitei-Pangals fortribal state, without the inclusion
honoured and prosperous Meitei-of India? Where is the illegality and Scheduled Tribe category is not taf Meitei-Pagals in Scheduled
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Authorised dealer BEML Limited Pangals also could, undoubtedlyunconstitutionality in accepting thedestroy the existing fabric of Tribe category the people of
(A Government of India Mini Ratna Company under Ministry of Defence) mean the secured, honoured andemands of Meitei-Pangal for anManipuri society but instead it will Manipur can never witness an
prosperous Manipulf Meiteis and  inclusion in Scheduled Tribe underensure the true inclusive and overalinclusively prosperous and
Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsto ‘Imphal Times’ the other indigenous communities,the Indian Constitution? socio-economic development ofdeveloped state of Manipur
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail .com. but not Meitei-Pangals, areCan all Meitei-Pangals go for Manipur with humane face. The (Concluded)
For advertisement kindy contact: - included in Scheduled Tribe, in afighting an election from their own demand is notillogical, it is neither Ningombam Bupenda Meitei is a
0385-2452159 (O) near future, then, the not inclusionlocalities that they represent? Therdllegal nor unconstitutional. It is, poet, author and orator.
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